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Letter from the Minister

Dear Friends,

Church o

Have y ou ever noticed howiDo f hen

afradrce.curs in the Christmas story?®?

When the angel came to Zechariah, to tel
Eli zabeth, would hawe s@ns omoc avlolué @

way for théaeMeas$ ddoo nhoit m,beelL ke al dl

Some months | ater, the angel Gabri ary to
be the mother of tfibe Savi der 20 & d

1:30

When God spoke to Joseph in a drea ned to
t hat Mary was expecfiDiongnaot chthé | df r 4

Mary home as .Matutrhew fl: 20

When the angel appeared to the sh [l ther
had been born, again the message

iDo not be afraid. | bréddnlgulkeu 2a 1

We are so conditioned ftwztyhiamkd ady, a

that all of this sounds at odds wifJ . st mas i
for many peopl e, within the i fegE e ch or
Christmas can be a time when fearl{% @ 94 d sorr
surface; the first Christmas withc'."x‘ / .ne, the
a relationship breakup, the 1 oss %5, 85 70U u% lan un
circumstances. The wuncertainty that surrounds,  our
celebrations with the awareness that once the tree an
with all the challenges that br.iundgd

That is why it is so vital for i ndi v
to sound tlDéa NnnBoGCD oNEtWBat i s at Good NeWS Of

the story. The same Godowhnootg G v s,
afraiisd.tthe One who speaks the s "" rope to

At first, that may f3hoeuenrdo utprtihtee . ,

thing you mi g ht read i n a bo ve t hi
mindf ul ness! How can we be sur lave hel
yet another chdeap lcsure for |if —

The fact is that the Good News of Christmas is gr ol
i ncarnation. I n Christ, God entered our worl d. An d
snowy white Christmas cards! He has wal ked in our she
we di e. And because through it al |, He triumphed whi
authority to say to wus,

iDo not be afraid. | am the First and the Last. I am t

am alive for ®Revebhatiemed! 17




Jesus was no smooth talker. Nor did he deal in plati
need not put a brave face on things, not i f we take t
honesty, when we confront our fears which may be real
and troubled people that firte&hthbymmsni asnhdyt hroughoc

iLet not your hearts be troubl ed, neither | et them be
heart! I have ovedobmel#dha w6r Bd.
With much | ove and best wishes this Christmas

Frofhe Mansedo Family

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness
can never extinguish it. John 1:5

Armistice Day 11 November 1918 Moya Hamilton

Armistice Day 1918 marked the end of four | ong years
than 700,000 members of the UK armed forces died and
which are a feature of every corner of our | and, ar e

young men died and we have no record of those who ret.

We can only imagine the sadness in our congregation
announced, the 11 men commemo riayoceudn go nmeonu rwhcoo mweurnd owe It
church as were their families. The Roll of Honour in t
Armi stice Day in November 1918 must have bheen a day

village, al beit a bitter sweHatmitlitmen fAckV ¢ ami | i
t hat the news was receivedfcthhiorcthl yoeld dfsor nt dh eti
joyous peals and colliery sirens and sbe dr ow
Apparently only the beadI&e bwdsl sbuwpp ocasse dh el ar kat
his young daughter ran up and rang the b clol i
at every window and the shopkeepers handed out buntin
the village must have changed from sombre to joyful wi

The Uddingston corArdevsepari cseerst af ovvontdlee f ul -asdreppeéeohnen

doubt, of the [ atefrnftlsei eveéniesg Heewsiobhging of war s
everywher e, and one enterprising crowd had an effigy
carried along the principal thoroughfares causing end
kiomddnd so ended Armistice Day, November 1918 in Udd

servicemen.

One hundred years later we are proud to remember them



Cinnamon Network lan McQuarrie

The Cinnamon Network believes the Church should

be at the heart of our communities and it strives to

hel p | ocal churches t o mak e

transformati onal di fferenceol.
descri bes i t-lsaset but natdaitho fba iatshe d 0 ,

because, although motivated by its faith in Jesus

Christ, it indiscriminately serves people of all faiths CINN- -~ ON

and none. It offers advice, support, leadership

tilve and
Fganisat.

training and funding to enable local churches to NETWORK
serve their community. lan McQuarrie recounts how
Park Church is involved in this project.
I n 2010, in response to growing social need, 50 Christi a
the Christian community could deliver more | ocal transf o
the Cinnamon Network was born. Cinnamon believe that t h
Spirit, can transform communities and to that end seek
respond to needs in their community.
For the Church to do this effectively, it mu st gain as
relationships in the community so that, if possibl e, it
community.
I n order to achieve thisé& gbmilscapearlibeChluroch,Stt hAeen dNhaeawar e ne
involved in conducting a community survey. Thus far 'we h
politicians, the police, teachers, health practitioners,
the Community Counci l
The information gleaned from these conversatéComsuwaatiba
held on the 11 October to which all those we had spoken
with some trepidati on, but |l ead by Diane McWilliam, Cinn
gathering which served to further cement relations and s
answer to prayer and, if you could keep us in prayer as \
participate in the process.
The next stage is |l ess formafpataskedey _ ct wit
e. g. shopkeeper s, pub l andl ords antnl.n my eSt'mata{/gnl.n
community. This wildl further refine Ci nnamon Netwggkasl
community and possible responses. one.of the m_ost.
exciting Christian
Once we have completed the survey, initiatives teyhay
presentation to the community at lar arisen 1 n recent vy
I't has enabl ed
At every stage thus far we have bee thousands of tpeopml
stressing that it is an explomigbhber faith to get asaearotls
possible. A realistic awareness of o social actioms PBOI|
realistic awareness of our Lord and on the groundchwhetr,
iFol | oow me they 1live, wor k an
wor ski p.
The Cinnamon Project provides a poss to f ol
to engage with our community and be Rev Lyndon BoWwrpiemg
come to Him. Executive Chaiir man
CARE
| f you would Ilike to find ou. R ———— t he

Project you can vwwwiciheawebsetwornk. co. uk



http://www.cinnamonnetwork.co.uk

Life as a Pastor

Nathan Owens was a former assistant here at Park. He is
now minister of Maxwell Church Kilmaurs in Ayrshire and
here he shares with us how God has been building up
this small church over the last three years.

Youdve been at Kil maurs for S
you see God building up His church in this place?

It has been a great joy to see God at work by His Holy
and tangible difference is seen in the people who make
2015; compare the church then to the church that met o
There were 16 of wus back in 2015, including Steffi and
five families predselngt. yYaur pil magienatdiomn run away too f a

that marked us moving back i Mtwe adaiwmhawvevl §5rpéaplbé shledr
On aver-agep80Ople attend, with 25 om a duisgt odenday and

However, God has definitely been at wer&eamdt e Eoomg
faith in&kresads.o Ween three families beiceomee @rardchwrfchoun
who have attended church for decades but unt il very roe
experienced the precious bond oWwef slkleawpkriop!| &t whwr hlaadu
church come back, people who have never really attende
member overheard someonfounkbbw, vilthgegbktyt hgt wde, ¢ hi
i@ a livin®dlchurch now

How important is it for the church to engage with the outside community and how
have you gone about building relationships within your neighbourhood?

& vitally®&i mpermastsi onht that Jesus has given his church
have to make friends. The simplest way to bui l&e rterliadd ¢
do this by shopping at my | ocal sGhe pj,oipnad i agceammarsiht ya
none of these t hiffinmasdrth avae hperroducsehdoul d correct that and
sown! One of the other&eedblley tmpongant i m gosuttwedserdi. f t

try to think | ess about us and our systems, and more a
the waye weying to shift the culture ffmM-delkks Bdibd ec tSit ar
Prayer ®eoethionugse groups. We now have two, soon to be th
are our new mission stations. These are places we can i
a meal t ogdgsetthheer p(ltahmalt) , we read the bibl e teormedrhwirr cammnde

which we can invite people we meet.

You use social media and technology a lot; what role do :
you think they have in reaching out to people with the Sl Aot Prie Bt fevews Wdesl Poshs Comenan

GOOd NeWS Of the gospel’) G :J:::\:Iezl‘lﬁt;lsrf:téKilmaursadded an event.

What does the year ahead look like? What is going to shape our focus over

the next 12 months? We're gathering together on Saturday to hear what

. . pl_ans are in place for the year ahead and to have some tim? toggther l‘o )

Soci al media and technol ogy ar e t 00| ey omesonasandherihatsdoingon eir
they can also be frustrating and, i f " Iy,
hel piluske trying to use a spanner to ew!
do try and use them as best I can: re\
w e b swwweanaxwellchurch.com we have our Facebdg an
Il nstagram account . I find Facebook p pf ul
and upcoming dates.&¥¢ Hmhadeafbdband bh ; and
interaction via Facebook, Wi th peopl oo e ¢c¢h

Vision Day
Maxwell Church Kilmaurs INTERESTED


http://www.maxwellchurch.com

You have just finished a big refurbishment programme, tell us a little about this.

Our building is another tool to be eat C
di sciples. We asked ofusse®luvesbut heai o

condition to help us in ouroMWeedeéeci d o mod
needed to be refurbished in order t @V flexi
and more welcoming. So we took out tpes glan pi
fake and crumbling!), enl arged the = i n a
heating, lighting and electrics, er | | come
l'iterature, carpeted it al |, put [ a n
system. The end resul't is a space ,.-._kJexibl
families, for parents and prams, a space for toddlers toc
space for tea and coffee so that people can mingle and i

Which aspects of your ministry do you find most challenging?

The® ea couple of things that spring to mind. Ministry i
such as greater flexibility in time management, for exa
weekends get taken up easily! One challenge is drawinhng
after family |life as well as church |ife, even though th
Anot her challenge is the emotional and spiritual toll of
express frustration at the church, or even me.

ltds been a big year for you and Steffi becomi

parenthood changed you?

Becoming a parent for the first time has been an incred
Jonathan, and it is a joy to watch him grow and | earn e
at him for a ridiculous amount of time, all/l because he h
We give thanks to God for al l He i s doing thi

Kilmaurs and pray He continues to bless this fellowship as they strive to make
disciples in their local mission field. May they see much fruit. Nathan has asked us to
pray for the following:

i For three new families to join us over the next 12
months.

| For Paul, as he starts as our new ministry
G I A assistant, focussing on Kilmarnock and seeing a
new work beginning in Onthank.

For God to do powerful and supernatural things
g i A in our own lives, that we would have expectant
faith for him to do more and more, for His glory.



